Where is the First Amencan
Flag Raised in Alaska? |

In what place is ths American ban-|
ner that first flustered over Alaska now |
resting? In what manner has the Nag
been preserved to the present time?
And finally, what is the real story of
that stirring October day at Bitka when
the American warship errived to take
possession of the country, atd when
the Russian flag was rent in two bleces
as they pulled it down from the flag
pole for the last time in the western
hemisphere, while the beantiful Rus-
sian Princess Muksoatolf weptl at the
shortsightedness of her conntry at selis
ing a land with so much potential
greatness,

A few months ago the management
of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition |
started to solve these questions, ospec- ‘
ially the first one,as to the whe reabouts
of the flag. The resnit was curious,
and indeed reminds ux so forcibly of a
famous incident of the eighteenth cen+
tury, that perhaps the story may be

told.

John Baxter, in his day a famous di|
vine, died with so many plous expres
sions of hope and belief, !tmt his heirs |

determined to issne the story. The
book, “The Last Waords of Richard Bas-
ter” was issued, and was an immediate
success. Mooey rolled in. The heirs
became greedy, and hoping to dupli- |
cate the suceess, issned another book, |
“More Last Words of Richard Baxter.

It was so with the flag. No soonor
had a search begun for the first Ameri-
ean flag mnfurled in the Northland,
than enquirers began to be daily in-
formed of where the “real first flag”
was to be found. Everyone that had a
flag thirty-five or forty years old seem-
ed to be determined to advance his
banner as the original one. Many and
ingenious were the stories old, and!
bitterly did some of the contestants
wage war tor the legitimacey of the par-
ticular flag in which they were inter-
ested. ‘I'rue, many of these avcient
Awmerican banners had most interest-
ing histories, but histovies not particu-
larly pertaining to the point at issne,

After sifting the matter out, the kx-
position management believes that the
original thirty-six starred banner to
float above the Russian barracks at
Ritka is one of three which are in dif-
fereut parts cf the United States for
safe keeping. The history of each of
these three flags is well anthenticated
and later the one desired will
tained by the Exposition to be nse I at
the opening cere 1t is the plan
of the management that when on June
1, 1909, the gates of the Exposition
swing open to Lhe world, the banper on
the topmost pinnacle of the ten million |
Expositicn of Alaska, Yukou aud the
Pacitic countries, will be the same oue
that waved farewell to the Raossians
two generations ago.

The writer, while in Graud Pro in the
ago was

1
ho -

monies,

Acadiau valley, some years
shown nine different sites where once
stood the forge of Basil, ths Black-
smith, where Evangeline ouce stood
watching the upward sparks. Each site,
strange to say, was on a different farm.

As then, so in the present case, each
of the owners of these three flags be-
lieves them to be the origiual, and the
following pertaining to each flag is the |
story as the present owuer tells it,

Oue flag, the property of Edward
Lendecke of Wrangell, has a strong
claim to beiug the original. It now re-
poses inthe vaults of the Dexter-Hor-
ton Lank in Seattle. The story is that
the body of American troops that left
Sau Francisco in the antamn of 1867 |
for Sitka to take possession of the coun-
try proceeded by the inside chanuel.
and touched first at Wrangell.

At that point there were living a few
Americans engaged in pioneer work.
One of these was Edward Leudecke
who after forty years is still a resident
of Wrangell. Leudecke, when the|
troops touched at that point, heard for|
the first time of the American pur-|
chase. Althongh the country was not
then formally taken over by the United |
States, he ran to the flagpole and hoist-|
ed the American flag, aud there it flew |
for many months. In the meantime the |
troops proceeded to Sitka,then the cap-,
ital, and on October 18, 1867, the Ras-|
sian flag was pulled down and the|
American flag raised before the bar-|
racks and in the presence of a detach-]
ment of both Russian aund Amer}can‘
troops.

The flag of Leundecke floated till 1867 |
when the vews of the admission of he-
braska to the Union was announced
and then the flag with thirty-six stars|
was pulled down and another one with |
thirty-seven stars, was raised
place.
fuliy to his flag und in 1905 turned the |
banner over to . E. Rodman, an attor- |
ney of Wrangell, who sent it on to its

present destination for safe keeping. |

Leundecke is now seventy-two years
of age and is strong and hearty. He
remembers perfectly the first arrival of

| writes as follows the story of this flag:

[ the
on the acquisition of Alaska: I have
| found that when Seeretary Seward dis-

| Detober

! fnlnoss, and this

| For Douglas and Tremdwell]

in its | |
Leudecke, however, clung care- | |

American troopw in the North and the
amazemant and joy of the few Ameri- |
cans there on being told that Alaska
had been purchased from the Russians.

Of course, this flag of Leudeckes
cannot be the official one as it was |
flown at Wrangell. Nevertheless, it | '
would seem as if it has a strong elaly.z |
to be the first American flag ever flown
in the Northland.

Another flag is told about by Major
A. N. Brown, private secretary to Gov..
Albert . Mead, of the State of Wash- |
ington. Mr. Brown in this connection

“In making some researches dmong
government doctiments and reports

patched General Rousseau as United
Htates Commissioner to Sitka to re-
ceive the Territory of Alaska from the
Russian Government, he had given to
the general a flag with_instructions to
use it in formally takmg possession,

| The report shows that it was used, that

it was taken back to Washington by

| General Rousseau and thotit was there |

returned to the Secretary. It would be
interesting to have that flag exhibited
at the Kxposition. I wounld suggest

'that you interest some of the BState

delegation in that metter to the end
that the Department of State huut the
old flug up and send it out.”

The whereabouts of the third flag is
kpown to Dwight A. Hurlburt., Mr.

* | Harlbart in writing explains further
'that he was a member of the squad of
the
' Alaska in 1567 to take possession.

Artillery., which went to
He
was the member of the squad to sdjust |
the staff at the raising of the flag on|
19, 1857, at Sitka. Mr. Hurl
burt teok Lhe { s the course |

24 U. 8.

wmins to follow

Lof this flag after it had served its use-|

ho ¢laims is the orig-|
inal flag after which the Exposition is |
23 he says|
on of the governmeant at
Mr. Huarlbort is now

in search. The flag is not,
in the poasessi
the present tine.
in Kuansas City, but
in Alaska., e way there when
Seward Sitkad eod

spent many yoears
secret-

visiterd took

ary
down the sveech of Mr, Seward In
shorthand and thus preserved it to

posterity. It was utterwards published

lin the Alaska Tinteas of that time.

These are the three flags which seem

to be most near to the ldvni which the
Exposition is seeking. Doubtless there
'1 ‘@ others and the management of the
Xposi ition would ¢ -“ZT?:I( al fore coive
mlmm wLion from anvoiie RNOWIDZ AUy-
thing further about this matter, or in
fact about anything vitz] to Hu- sarly
hiztory and settlement of Alaska,

Notice of Settlement of Fstate

[ the United States Commissionue’s Cotirt
for Precinet of Janenu, Distriet of Alnskao.
In Probate

In the Matter of the Estate !
of Charles Wortman, Decessed 3

The nudersigned, as sdmindstratriz of (lie
ﬂmu entitted estate, havipg fited in the
ahove entitled Cenr? her dual eeport and e
connut of ndministration therveod, |

NOTICE *s BERERY c17EN thor the abhove
Courtdid, h\ an order duly eitored in said
miatter mi-;un' 1st, 1907, desfungten time for
the hear ing of said Hinel report and aeecnnts
ine and the settiemneuy of cnid ectare, toswit
‘nu'rd.n the Ivth day of Augnst, b, gt 1]
o'elock 'n the forenonn of sqid r‘,n at I'["
office of the said Probate Court In she W,
Court House. huuun Alpalkensy and gl ,,N-.
cons interested in enld estate nre required
to appear on said date at satd place to pre
sent their oblections, il any: o ‘h-- v—-m. 10
.-ft.m,:rn v of the adminietratris iy shat
Lehalf,

Dated at Donglgs, Alaska, tlidsTnne Sih, ¥07

LENA WOHRTMANN,
Administratrik of the Estate of

Charles Wortman Deccwged.

Jane Sth, 1907,
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315 p.ooxs
4:45 p.m
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Fer Douglas and Junead:
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12:00 a. ny 1:45 v. m .~
1:40 p. m. 2535 1. ﬂ':.

ON ‘WEDNESUAY AND BATURDA
Boat leaves Junean for iomglss and T"“ch
well at 12 midnixhe,
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'BREAD, CAKES & PIES ||
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WELL LIGHTED BY ELECTRICITY
GOOD READING rOOM
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Readguarters for Minmg [len and Com-
mierdial Travelers, Leading Hotel
of the Tervitory.
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MAN

—is the—

Nobiest Work

GoD
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Bat a well dressed
—MAN—-
fooks better for the

(Good Clothes:

“SHALLWO0D”

1s the dpent for

The Great
Western
 Tailering
Company

and will provide
yon with custom
made clothing of
the Intest styles,
best materinl and
workmanship.

PRICES .
REASONABLE

~

and Bovs Clothing

The Latest Productions of

= Hart, Schaffner & Marx
Hoffman & Rothchild

Hamburger Bros.

4

See our stock before you make your selection

o

aska Treadwel

MINING COMPANY
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LIQUOES ALWAYS IN
DRINKS A SPECIALTY.

REFINER VAUBEVILLE
SHOW EVERY EVENING

CLdt ET WINE, BOT'ILLD BEER,
ALL KINDS OF THE BEST DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED
STOCK.

'G 200 X R AE000E 1 G R R 0 5 0 R I 0 0 R R0

BOTTLED PORTER,

HOT AND MIXED

OPEN DAY AND NIGHT.

DOSBEVO ~ NA A ANAN A AL DSES2600 55090000 no!

%, PACIFIC COAST
STEAMSHIP  CO0.

PIONEER ALASKA LINE
Safe, Fast, Punctual, Luxurious, Courteous Treatment, Splendid Meals

Steamers of this Company are due toarrive at Douglas

From Seattle and Puget Sound Points

S. S. HUMBOLDT
JULY 15, 25, AUG. 4, 15, 25, SEPT 6, 17, 28, Skagway Direct

S.'S: CITY ‘OF SEATTLE

July Il. 23, Aug. 6, 18

vin Sitkn
South b'd

Skagway

Aug. 30, Sept 11, 23 S5IEH

S. S. COTTAGE CITY :

e Sit
Sept. 3, 16, Oct. 1 ¥ig S0 o

vin Sitha
S, bouud

July 18, Aug. 2, 17

S. S. Cottage City will call at Vancouver, B.

. when sufficient

business offers to warrant such eall being made.

The company reserves right to change steamers

sailing datesand hours

of Sailing without mevlounnotice. For mforrnation regarding pnssenzer

.a nd freight rates, apply to

‘R. R. HUBBARD, Agent.

~NSANAS

San Francisco Ticket Office, 4 New Montgemery Street.
C. D. DUNANN, General Passenger Agent, 10 Market Street

ool

LG SO0R 1.

DIEDRICK & ERICSON
“Proprictors

ALL KINDS of SOFT DRINKS

Mineral Waters, Syphons

Agents for RAINIER BEER
'Phone 1 JUNEAU, ALASKA

Julius Jensen

ﬁgrdware, Stoves and
Cinware,
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